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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, LAUNCHING G.M.H. "STATESMAN" 
VEHICLES. ADELAIDE. 30.10.74 
Mr. Martin, My Lord Mayor, ladies and gentlemen : 
I feel I'm on familiar ground this evening. 
It's the third time I've been in this complex since the weekend 
and it's the third formal occasion I've attended in under a week 
involving South Australia's motor vehicle industry. 
As many of you will be aware, last Friday I had talks with the Prime 
Minister on the effects in this State of implementation of the 
Industries Assistance Commission report on the car industry. 
This morning I returned to Adelaide after discussions on the same 
subject last night with members of the Labor Party Caucus Economic 
Committee. 
• y ou know, I think, why I went. 
The jobs of far more than 15,000 South Australians (some 20% of 
our industry) were at stake. 
That was the cold, harsh fact. It was proved in our detailed 
analysis of the Commission's proposals and our examination of the 
wrong assumptions on which they were based. 
I'm happy - very, very much relieved - to say that our efforts appear 
to have been successful. Mr. Whitlam, Dr. Cairns and their 
Caucus colleagues were sympathetic and will, I'm sure, see to it 
that South Australia's car industry and the jobs within it are preserved 
|ppnd provided with conditions to enable them to flourish in the future. 
Very much has been said in the past week or soabout the I.A.C. 
proposals, the damage they would do, our analysis of them and our 
alternative and I won't bore you by covering the same ground again. 
There are, however, a couple of points I'd like to make tonight. 
Firstly, this has been a South Australian team effort. The officers 
of the Premier's Department who worked long hours under great 
pressure to compile our report on the proposals did a magnificent 
job. Their dedication can't be praised highly enough. 
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I'm often criticised, from time to time, for having a large staff. 
It's not especially large. But I would make the point here that if 
we didn't have these officers available it would have been impossible 
to make the detailed, complex, closely argued refutation we did. 
Additionally, that South Australia's case in Canberra got such a 
ready hearing is in large part due to the co-ordinated effort of 
the State's Labor Parliamentarians. Everyone was in it but I'd 
particularly mention Mr. Hurford and Mr. Young who've worked like 
beavers to get our case heard and understood. They've been 
champions in both senses of the word. 
Now, if I may, I'd like to make a general, very much related, point. 
I fully endorse the Prime Minister's desire to see a more economic 
use of Australian resources and his use of the Commission as an 
instrument to achieve this. 
^^The case is undeniable and overdue. 
But - and this, too, is a view I share with Mr. Whitlam - in framing 
proposals to achieve that end, the Commission must not consider 
economic factors alone. 
If the only criterion followed was that of the lowest cost to the 
consumer then Australian industry would be confined to a line from 
Newcastle to Woolongong. 
There'd be a notice on the Victoria-South Australian border saying : 
"This State is closed until further notice". 
There'd be further concentration on the already overcrowded and 
ganderserviced agglomerations of Sydney and, to a lesser extent, 
Melbourne. The social consequences would be disastrous. 
Decentralisation is as urgent and compelling a need as the efficient 
use of resources, is also a cornerstone of the present Federal 
Government's policy, and must be fostered. 
This means that there must be a measure of protection to ensure 
the viability of decentralised industries such as the motor•vehicle, 
componentry and white goods complex of South Australia. 
The industry was established here by a deliberate exercise of 
policy options (based, among other things, on defence considerations) 
by a Federal Government, 
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It was a decision which has served South Australia, and Australia as 
a whole, well. 
It has provided a base for further diversification and decentralisa-
tion and enabled us to consolidate our position as having available 
here a pool of skilled, specialist manpower. 
This requires support for the industry. It's been suggested that a 
subsidy to South Australia is an alternative answer. It isn't. How 
can you subsidise jobs which don't exist? And that what the 
I.A.C. plan would have meant. And how can you subsidise industry 
and a State against battered confidence? And that, too, is what 
would have happened. There would have been severe demoralisation 
and our efforts to secure further diversification away from cars 
and white goods would have received a massive setback. 
These then are the reasons why I've been arguing the industry's case. 
^ M y first responsibility is to protect the livelihood of South 
Australian workers. I believe, too, that we must seek greater 
decentralisation and greater diversification. The I.A.C. proposals 
would have been a grievous blow. 
I am pleased, indeed, that this view is shared by my colleagues in 
the national Government. 
I'd make one other point. 
In all this, we are seeking to protect South Australia not to 
featherbed incompetence. 
The onus is on the industry located here to be unrelenting in its 
^^Dursuit of rationalisation and greater efficiency - price efficiency 
and quality efficiency. 
In the achievement of rationalisation I think it would be useful if a 
special industry-Government standing committee was established. One 
suggestion which I believe has merit is for the Commonwealth to act 
as convener and itself have representation together with nominees 
from the two States directly affected - South Australia and Victoria • 
and appointees from the major manufacturers. The committee would 
in effect provide the machinery for orderly rationalisation. 
We expect the industry vigorously to work to make its products 
cleaner, safer, better. We look for maximum efficiency of produc-
tion and for alternative means of propulsion. .4. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
The competition is fierce. Australia can meet it. The industry-
has a responsibility to see to it that we do so. 
I've spoken about our specialist skills. They're very real and 
we've cause to be proud of them. I'm told this is in fact the 
first time that G.M.H. have organised a national launchingin 
Adelaide so this is a very special occasion as well as a very 
timely one. 
I'ts with much pleasure therefore that I now invite you to inspect 
some of the products of our skill - the new Statesman-Caprice range. 
Thank You. 
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